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an escape from the industrial context

The ALCOSAN Education center was proposed as a welcome center and
museum that would educate the public about the wastewater treatment plant
in Pittsburg, PA. I proposed a extending the existing bike path, connecting it into
a loop as well as showcasing the hidden parts of the plant. The mission statement
for the project was as follows:
Offering an escape from the abrasive urban and industrial context by
providing recreational and educational facilities. Education through
connections. The bike path connects the public with the site in a
macro scale. The bike path connects the users along the site to the
various elements. The dock and boat storage connects the public
back to the river. The water outflow showcases the connection
alcosan has with the river-and therefore-the impact it has on the
residents of pittsburgh.
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distance to proposed trail access: 0.9 mi

pittsburgh city limits

distance to existing trail access: 1.2 mi

additional trail to complete loop: 5.5 mi.

distance to downtown pittsburgh: 2.6 mi.
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pittsburgh city limits

alcosan

existing trail along the ohio river: 2.6 mi.

residential

existing trail along the allegheny river: 4.5 mi.

industrial: strip district
local eateries

existing trail along the monongahela river: 9 mi.
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laboratory expansion
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The proposed program was split into multiple
buildngs that ran along the bike path on the
ALCOSAN property. This split was so that the
buildings could remain at a smaller, more
inviting scale. The different buildings serve
different purposes that correspond to their
relation to the bike path, and the wastewater
treatment plant.
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plant.

2 education pavilions
the education pavilions work as passive education for the
wastewater treatment plant, inviting park-goers the chance to
sit and rest while learning about wastewater treatment.

3 laboratory expansion
the laboratory expansion was designed to allow the scientists
at the plant work at a local laboratory, on ALCOSAN property.

4 welcome building and beer garden
the welcome building is a place for events and field trips that
would educate large groups about the wastewater treatment
plant. Also, a cafe and beer garden are on the site to appeal
to commuting bikers and the local population.
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